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Women’s History MonthAAE Drama Prepares to Perform The Addams Family


Student Spotlight: Ana-Lois Davis


 For the past few months, AAE student 
Ana-Lois Davis has been developing a 
self-guided study known as "The 
Non-Invasive Pre-screening Approach for 
Early Detection of The Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) to Aid in Cervical 
Cancer Prevention in Underrepresented 
Demographics."
 She recently applied the findings from her 
research and simulated experimental data 
to the Connecticut Science Fair. She 
competed at the finalist level and was 
awarded an invitation to present at the 
International Science and Engineering Fair 
(ISEF) in Dallas, Texas in May as one of 
the Connecticut delegates.
 She is working on developing her own 
invention to act as a self-detection kit that 
women in underprivileged areas could 
access as a pre-screening for HPV.


Alessandra Sono
Staff Writer
Women’s History Month is a time to 
celebrate all types of women, regardless of 
their race, ethnicities, or physical attributes. 
It is a time to remind people that even 
though women have made progress, they 
are still falling behind in terms of salary 
and household responsibilities. 
To delve deeper into the significance of 
Women’s History Month, one of the 
Spanish teachers at the Academy of 
Aerospace and Engineering, Mrs. del 
Valle, shared her perspective.
She explained that women often face 
invisible responsibilities and burdens that 
are not recognized or acknowledged, 
especially in relation to their partners. Mrs. 
del Valle shared her personal experience as 
a Latina woman who has broken away 
from traditional stereotypes, but still feels 
that balance is lacking.
She grew up in Puerto Rico, but moved 
around a lot as a child, living in the towns 
of Luquillo, Carolina, and Toa Baja. 
Despite financial difficulties, she had a 
beautiful childhood and enjoyed playing 
games with her cousins after completing 
her homework. Her parents had unique 
views on political ideology and were 
non-religious, which made her family stand 
out from others. 
Mrs. del Valle eventually became a Spanish 
teacher at the Academy of Aerospace and 
Engineering, teaching Spanish 1-4 and 
Heritage Speaker 1. 
When asked if she had found the American 
dream, she responded that she believes 
there is a human dream, which includes 
having a job that you enjoy, spending 
quality time with loved ones, and access to 
quality services such as healthcare, 
education, housing, and food. She believes 
that this dream should not be exclusive to 
America, but rather accessible to all people 
in every country.
In reality, women are often overlooked for 
certain jobs, careers or activities. 


See WOMEN’S HISTORY, p. 4


Devon Mansfield
Editor-in-Chief & Layout Editor
 Some shows are about love. Other shows 
are about social change. The Addams 
Family is about the weird and creepy. 
Luckily, there’s no teacher better suited to 
deal with these topics than the AAE Drama 
Club’s director, Ms. Friday. 
 The Addams Family has been embedded in 
American pop culture since its inception as 
a comic strip in the New Yorker in 1938. 
Since then, The Addams Family characters 
have been brought to TV, movies, and, in 
2010, the stage. 
 Rehearsing from winter break until late 
April, the AAE Drama Club has been 
working to perform their own rendition of 
The Addams Family musical on April 27, 
28, and 29. The show is filled with dance 
numbers, funny quips, and lighthearted 
moments. The Addams Family shows what 
happens when the normal meets the 
strange, and Wednesday Addams falls in 
love with a boy from a “normal family.”
 With a more difficult show than ever and 


two performances on the 29th, the 
performers in the Drama Club have 
tirelessly sang, danced, and acted their way 
towards what’s shaping up to be an 
entertaining show. The Drama Club has 
enlisted a larger stage crew than ever to 
deal with the show’s many moving pieces 
and props and a number of teachers and 
parents to bring in props and costumes. 
Make sure to keep your eye out for a staff 
cameo by our own Mr. Canterbury, as…


See ADDAMS FAMILY, p. 4


The Cast in AAE’s Drama Club


Ana-Lois has won the following awards:
Specialty Award:   
-Jon Stone Memorial Award for Innovative 
Engineering: $100
Finalist Awards:
-University of Hartford Scholarship for 
Excellence in Science or Mathematics, Grade 
11 $28,000 ($7,000 per year)
-1st place H. Joseph Gerber Award of 
Excellence Award presented by the 
Connecticut Academy of Science and 
Engineering --- Urban School Challenge 
Senior Division $1,000
- Invitation to the CASE Annual Meeting
-1st place for The Jackson Laboratory with 
Connecticut Academy of Science and 
Engineering Urban School Challenge Award 
$500, plaque and Medallion
-1st place for the Pfizer Computational 
Biology and Bioinformatics Awards $500 and 
plaque
-Life Science Awards with support from 
Boehringer Ingelheim Finalist Awarded 
Medallion for Life Science Senior High 


Ana-Lois Davis is a Junior at the CREC 
Academy of Aerospace and Engineering in 
Windsor, Connecticut. She has a strong 
passion for robotics, engineering, biological 
research and inventing. Ana-Lois has 
participated in the Connecticut Science and 
Engineering Fair for the past three years, is a 
long term member of her FIRST robotics 
team 176, enjoys partaking in Girls Who 
Code and she is a three time winner at the 
state and national level of Invention 
Convention, most recently a Connecticut 
Affiliate Winner for the 2023 NCWIT 
Aspirations in Computing Award, member of 
the Girl Scouts for 12 years and is a recent 
inductee to her school’s chapter of the 
National Honors Society. Residing in Broad 
Brook, she spends her free time developing 
her knowledge of science and engineering. 
Inventing biomedical devices that can one 
day help save lives like her CPR Smart 
Gloves to researching and experimenting on 
the growth of Demodex and Brevis Mites on 
the skin, Ana-Lois has developed a curiosity 
for science. She plans to major in biomedical 
engineering and robotics after graduation. 
Outside of inventing and researching, 
Ana-Lois works part time as a dental assistant 
in Suffield, participates in the 
MAKE’n’ABLE program in Hartford 3D 
printing prosthetic hands and volunteers in 
her community through girl scouts. She sees 
herself as a well rounded student on her way 
to one day doing her part to make the world a 
better place through science and engineering.


Ana-Lois Davis with her project poster


At the Finalist Science Fair Event at 
Quinnipiac University on March 18, 
Ana-Lois won a number of prestigious 
awards for her accomplishments.


See STUDENT SPOTLIGHT, p.7


    Cervical cancer is the fourth leading 
cause of death for women in the U.S. Due 
to COVID-19, the pap-smear screening 
rates to detect the Human-papillomavirus 
(HPV) decreased by 80% according to the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC). The 
number of minority women not having 
access to HPV screenings is a burgeoning 
crisis. This study found an alternative, 
non-invasive and easily accessible 
pre-screening method for HPV detection to 
decrease the growing mortality rate of 
women developing cervical cancer. It was 
hypothesized that if the swabbing of a 
menstrual pad containing a human blood 
sample can be examined for irregular white 
blood cells, then HPV can be detected 
through a woman's menstrual cycle by 
means of a non-invasive pre-screening test. 
To confirm validity of the approach, 
interviews were held with a licensed 
Pathologist and a public presentation was 


given by the student-researcher promoting 
cervical cancer awareness. Two public 
questionnaires showed 66.7% of women do 
not schedule annual pap-smear 
examinations. A simulated-experiment was 
conducted using vinegar infused pads to 
detect HPV cells in menstrual cycle 
simulated-blood using 3D-printed cervixes. 
An extension to further test this study is to 
examine HPV DNA molecular weight 
using Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR). 
A prototype HPV pre-screening menstrual 
self-testing kit that is a non-invasive 
approach for all women to have access too 
for earlier detection of HPV strains and 
preventing cervical cancer from 
manifesting using vinegar-pad test strips is 
being constructed. More investigation of 
HPV detections for women in foreign 
countries will also be collected where 
healthcare access for women is limited.
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CT Tulip Garden
Elijiah Delgado
Staff Writer
 Wicked Tulip Flower Farms is a company 
that was originally founded by Keriann and 
Jeroen Koeman and was initially called 
EcoTulipsLLC. In September 2015, the 
couple moved their original location from 
Central Virginia to Rhode Island, where 
they converted to Wicked Tulip Flower 
Farms. Keriann, being a native New 
Englander, had embarked on establishing 
their farm in Rhode Island by 
hand-planting 60,000 tulips that season. 
Now, they have two locations in Rhode 
Island and plant approximately 1.5 million 
tulip bulbs by tractor each year. This 
happens every season throughout their two 
Rhode Island locations and their 
Connecticut location as well.
 These three locations are the largest u-pick 
tulip events in New England and should be 
noticed if attending. At all locations, be 
ready to experience the sights, sounds, and 
smells of spring while holding a freshly cut 
bouquet of various tulips that you picked 
yourself. The cultivation process at Wicked 
Tulip Flower Farms is a well-respected 
process that is now organic. To give a brief 
history, Jeroen Koeman's family is Dutch 
and considered tulip growers. Due to the 
lack of technological advancements at the 
time, these growers were using pesticides 
(neonicotinoids) to deter an abundance of 
different pests. These neonicotinoids have 
been shown to substantially damage the 
bee population. Since then, the couple has 
been aware of the issue and has strived to 
keep their orchard at a standard of certified 
organic that helps the company, the plants, 
the soil, and the ecology in the long run.
 This mindful awareness attracts many 
people who want to support the company, 
not only due to its services but also due to 
its actions that make a change from 
previous habits to ones that impact the 
globe, even in a minor way. They will open 
their orchards to the public from mid-April 
to mid-May, and anyone can pre-order 
tickets for when they are open. They also 
offer yoga and movement classes that take 
place within the seams of the tulip 
orchards. You can bring a camera and catch 
crisp pictures of the abundant catalog of 
tulip varieties. I hope everyone who reads 
this considers supporting a local small 
business that can bring you bliss while you 
are there.


News


Sumayah Robinson
Staff Writer
This is the last day of March and there are 
a few things that will be missed. One of 
them is the popular Shamrock Shake, 
which was created to celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day.
Connecticut is the birthplace of the mint 
drink that was created in 1967 by Hal 
Rosen, a McDonald’s owner and operator 
at the time. Despite its creation in the late 
1960s, it wasn't until 1970 that it was sold 
nationwide. 
The Shamrock Shack is available from 
February 23 until your local McDonald’s 
runs out of the product. Shamrock Shake 
prices range from $4-$5, depending on the 
size and location. 
 When it first debuted, the shake was 
lemon-lime flavored and made with green 
sherbet. It has transformed into a shake 
made with vanilla reduced fat ice cream, 
whipped cream, and mint flavoring.


Shamrock Shake


March Madness


Arelys Otranto-Centeno
Staff Writer
March Madness tournament has an 
estimated “9.12 million viewers per 
window through the first weekend of the 
NCAA men's basketball tournament.” That 
doesn’t even reach the number of people 
attending the March Madness tournament. 
March Madness originated from an 
“Illinois state high school basketball 
tournament” by  Henry V. Porter “who was 
the teacher and coach at Athens High 
School in Central Illinois.” 
In 1987, the first NCAA  Basketball Men's 
tournament commenced. Indiana won the 
March Madness tournament against 
Syracuse, gaining a historic win in 1987. 
Throughout the history of March Madness, 
it resembled a small sports event just in one 
school. This event is shown all over the 
world and brings millions of people all 
around the world together to watch a 
basketball tournament.      


Dance or Denmark?


Varun Kandarpa 
Staff Writer
 During the  2023 Oscars, the world 
witnessed a groundbreaking moment for 
Indian film as the song "Naatu Naatu" from 
the movie RRR was performed on the 
esteemed stage. The song, which won the 
Oscar for Best Original Song, was a 
cultural milestone for Tollywood, the 
Telugu-language film industry, and for 
South East Asian culture as a whole.
 The song, with its energetic beats and 
stunning choreography, showcased the 
beauty and richness of South-Indian culture 
to a global audience. It was a powerful 
reminder that the world is a diverse and 
colorful place, and that the cultures and 
traditions of the South Asian region have a 
lot to offer.
 However, the performance was not 
without its problems. One of the main 
issues was the incorrect labeling of the 
song as a "Bollywood" song. This was 
offensive as the song is actually from the 
Tollywood film industry, which is distinct 
from Bollywood, the Hindi-language film 
industry. This mistake not only erases the 
contributions of Tollywood to the Indian 
film industry but also reinforces the 
stereotype that all Indian films and songs 
are the same.
 Another issue was the lack of 
representation of South Asian dancers in 
the live performance. In particular, the 
absence of Telugu dancers was a missed 
opportunity to showcase the talent of local 
artists and further promote the diversity of 
South Asian cultures. Moreover, the style 
of dance used in the song, "Kuthu", has 
been historically ostracized and mocked, 
often used to oppress people in the past.
 While the performance itself did not 
contain any overtly offensive or derogatory 
elements, the symbolic significance of 
featuring Kuthu as a dance style cannot be 
overlooked. It is important to recognize the 
struggles and marginalization faced by 
those who have practiced and developed 
Kuthu as an art form, and to acknowledge 
the historical and cultural context in which 
it has been used.
 As discussions around representation and 
diversity in the entertainment industry 
continue, it is crucial to highlight and uplift 
the contributions of all cultures and 
communities, while also being mindful of 


The AAE Step Team


(Continued from page 1)
 Ana-Lois’ current project of study is 
the Non-Invasive Pre-screening 
Approach for Early Detection of The 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) to Aid 
in Cervical Cancer Prevention in 
Underrepresented Demographics. The 
problem that her project addresses is 
not only the lack of awareness for 
cervical cancer screenings for women 
in underprivileged areas but she also 
shines the light on the need for a 
non-invasive, affordable and easily 
accessible early detection approach to 
HPV.  Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is 


STUDENT SPOTLIGHT


HPV.  Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is 
known for infecting over 20 million 
women annually around the world and 
is one of the leading precursors to 
cervical cancer. During her research, 
Ana-Lois interviewed a pathologist, 
presented on the spreading of cervical 
cancer awareness for minority women 
and conducted surveys that were then 
cross examined in comparison to a 
national survey given by the Infectious 
Diseases Society of America (IDSA) 
which investigated  HPV and cervical 
cancer screening rates. Different strains 
are known for presenting visual 
symptoms, however the more high risk


and dangerous strains (HPV 16, 18, 33, 
45, etc) are known for not having any 
visual means of detection without a 
pap smear examination. Ana-Lois’ 
project investigates the usage of 
women’s menstrual cycle blood  for 
detecting cancerous white blood cells. 
Through a simulated experiment using 
artificial blood, multiple 3D printed 
cervix models lined with a coating of 
baking soda and a vinegar infused 
sanitary pad, she was able to conduct 
an experiment that would give insight 
on the possibility of HPV cells being 
detected through a non-invasive 
means. 
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Guillermo Rivera
Staff Writer
 Although we live and thrive in the world, 
there are a number of things about the earth 
that everyone believes, like the amount of 
land on it, or the ratio of water to land.
 However, one thing that people talk about 
is the roundness of the earth, or rather the 
“fact” that many believe it is round. I’m 
here to tell you that the earth is in fact not 
round, the earth is flat. 
 Now, there are many different reasons 
behind my belief about this subject, but I’ll 
start with the main one, airplanes and 
gravity. The very simple fact is that things 
fall, because well, they do. Gravity as a 
whole was made up to make sense of an 
apple falling from a tree when common 
sense says if it's no longer up in the air and 
because nothing’s holding it up, it falls. 
Like the fact that there’s a whole entire 
equation for gravity is just government 
propaganda. 
 Then there’s airplanes, because if the earth 
was round the plane should fall off the side.
 However, the world being flat means 
planes fly around freely as they do. Now I 
know the concerns of ‘Why hasn’t anyone 
actually fallen off the edge?’ The answer is 
simple! The outer edge of the planet has a 
little dome; this is what keeps air inside. 
This is a major reason why pollution is so 
damaging to the environment because 
there’s nowhere else for that air to go; it's 
trapped! The earth to air ratio of the trees 
isn't working fast enough to actually clean 
it fully. 
 The dome isn’t a solid thing, just as the 
atmosphere works, the dome itself works in 
a very similar way to that. Being made up 
of the same elements, having much of the 
same properties, with the exception of the 
fact that it actually keeps the air inside. 
Now I know there are questions about how 
we haven’t seen the dome. To that I say, 
“Have you seen the atmosphere.” No, okay 
then, same premise.
 Some common misconceptions I've found 
are people questioning the existence of 
both the sun and the moon. The first and 
most important thing to discuss is that the 
moon does not exist, it's something that has 
been made up by the government. A clear 
example of this is when the spy balloon 


was sent over to America, something that 
had been mistaken for the moon. 
 This wouldn’t have happened if the moon 
was real and in space. Because how do you 
mistake something so far out in space, for 
something so close to us. Then there’s the 
sun and its placement, we don’t revolve 
around it. The sun acts as a spotlight that 
spins around the top of the dome of earth. 
This is how the sunlight is kept in. 
 The sun is still inside the dome, so instead 
of the atmosphere trapping it, it's an 
atmospheric-like dome keeping the 
sunlight inside, preventing it from 
escaping. Since the sun acts like a 
spotlight, wherever it shines experiences 
daylight. This also leaves the darkness 
where it isn’t shining, leaving the fake 
moon to reflect the sunlight off of it 
completely visible, as opposed to slightly 
visible it normally is. This is what 
nighttime actually is. They had studied the 
patterns of the sun, and used that to create 
solar eclipses.
 Another thing about the earth being round 
is the fact that only a select few people, the 
government, NASA, and a few rich people 
actually have access to outer space. And 
those who try on their own to get out there 
end up either dying in the process of going 
to space. Most people lack the funds to try 
on their own due to the pricing put on the 
things related to actual space travel, while 
some smaller companies are trying, they 
remain unable. 
 Pictures as a whole are unreliable and easy 
to fabricate, you can make tables curved in 
pictures and even change a person’s face. 
And that’s the stuff allowed to the public, 
there are technologies being developed out 
of public view, with capabilities we don’t 
know about. An example is they ‘take 
pictures’ of planets believed to be moving 
in the past, if that’s believable, then faking 
pictures that somehow seem to be perfectly 
taken isn’t out of the realm of possibility, 
especially without the struggles that should 
come along with taking photos of space, a 
place in which very little light appears to 
actually exist. 
 As a whole, NASA itself is very 
government funded, and so highly secretive 
as with many government related jobs, so 
few are let in. The reason for this is they 
need to weed out those who they don’t 
deem trustworthy or those who are 
uncooperative with their goals, they need 
people willing to help protect and cover the 
lies they have been spreading for so many 


years. And who better to help protect 
government secrets than their very own 
people. 
 These are my main reasons behind why the 
Earth itself is flat, there are of course more, 
but these are the important ones, in my 
eyes.


the complex and nuanced histories and 
power dynamics at play. By doing so, we 
can create a more inclusive and equitable 
entertainment industry that celebrates the 
diversity and richness of global cultures. 
Overall,  This was a disappointing and 
frustrating aspect of the performance, 
especially considering the current 
conversations around how “we” are doing 
better in the industry.
 To add insult to injury, some of the 
dancers in the performance seemed to be 
unaware of the origin of the song, as they 
referred to it as a "Bollywood" song in a 
TikTok video. This further highlights the 
lack of awareness and knowledge about 
South Asian culture among the performers 
and the industry as a whole.
 Despite these shortcomings, the win and 
performance of "Naatu Naatu" at the 
Oscars was a historic moment for 
Tollywood and South Asian culture. It 
was a well-deserved recognition of the 
hard work and creativity of the artists who 
created the song and the movie, and it 
served as a reminder of the rich cultural 
heritage of the South Asian region.
 In conclusion, while the performance of 
"Naatu Naatu" at the Oscars was a 
moment of cultural significance, it also 
exposed some of the shortcomings and 
issues in the entertainment industry when 
it comes to representing and valuing 
diverse cultures. It is important to 
continue to push for greater awareness 
and representation of all cultures, and to 
celebrate and uplift the contributions of all 
communities in the entertainment 
industry.


Flat Earth


They Got Him…


Sebastian Munera
Staff Writer
 On March 18, Trump gave the world a 
warning, “THE FAR & AWAY LEADING 
REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE & 
FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, WILL BE 
ARRESTED ON TUESDAY OF NEXT 
WEEK. PROTEST, TAKE OUR NATION 
BACK!”
 We all thought it was another case of our 
wacky former president doing one of his 
gags again… We were wrong. On March 
20, 2023, Florida police camped out at 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate where they 
reported seeing him with “kitty ear 
headphones” and playing “ Sid Myer’s 
Civilization VI,” a real-time strategy game 
popular within the racist community.  
 The police used audio of the January 6 
Choir to lure him out, but it proved 
ineffective until YouTube auto-played a 
Candace Owens video. What happened 
next was well documented and shared to 
the public as he started to run away on foot 
from the police. The police caught up with 
him and eventually apprehended him but 
not without some resistance
 Trump seemed satisfied with the arrest. He 
reportedly said, “I was the first to ever do it 
and no one can take that from me.” In a 
historic move, the police have decided to 
place Trump in a low-security prison, 
making him the first white businessman to 
be in a prison that doesn’t have a golf 
course.
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The Road to Love - Movie Review


Lydianis Santos Cappas
Spanish
 La historia que vi en netflix trataba de 
una muchacha colombiana que queria ser 
mulera, mulera es una persona que guia 
troses y lleva mercancia a otros lugares. 
Su padre no se lo queria permitir porque 
el decia que era un trabajo para hombres 
y ella no debia hacerlo. Ella se llamaba 
Cecilia, ella habia conocido un hombre 
que trabaja en un fabrica, con el tiempo 
fueron conociendose y ella se fue 
enamorando de el,  semanas pasaron y 
ella descubrio que estaba esperando un 
hijo de ese muchacho llamado fabian. 
Cuando Cecilia le cuenta la verdad al 
papa el se enoja y la hecha de la casa, 
ella sale en busca de Samuel pero cuando 
lo encontro, se llevo la sorpresa de que se 
estaba casando con otra mujer. Ella 
decidio quedarse en mismo pueblo, 
encontro una casita donde se quedaba. 
Cecilia tenia un hermano que en realidad 
era adoptado su nombre era Fabian y el 
estaba enamorado de Cecilia, con el 
pasar del tiempo ellos se fueron 
enamorando trabajaban juntos y 
compartian todo el tiempo . Fabian se 
hizo cargo del bebe de cecilia y 
consiguieron su propia casa y cumplieron 
sus metas juntos, tuvieron hijos juntos y 
fueron felices, pasaron 10 anos y el papa 
de cecilia murio de una enfermedad del 
corazon y nunca perdono a su hija por 
haber quedado embarazada. Que quiero 
decir con esta historia es que no debemos 
quedarnos enojados con una persona 
porque no sabemos cuando sera nuestro 
ultimo dia y que no podamos decirle un 
perdon a esa persona. Cuando cecilia se 
entero de que su papa habia muerto ella 
sufrio mucho porque nunca pudo decirle 
a su papa la verdad de las cosas y sufrio 
porque su papa murio sin perdonarla. 
Ella tuvo que cojer terapias para no estar 
triste y haci poder seguir adelante. Luego 
de eso ella se llevo a su mama a vivir con 
ella y fueron muy felices. Aprendamos a 
perdonar para poder vivir feliz. 


Staff Writer
English
The Netflix television show is about a 
Colombian girl who wanted to be a 
“mulera,” who is a person who drives 
trucks and takes merchandise to other 
places. Her father didn't want to allow her 
to do it because he said it was a job for 
men.
The girl, Cecilia, met a man who works in 
a factory. Over time they got to know each 
other and she fell in love with him. Weeks 
passed and she discovered that she was 
expecting a child from that man Samuel. 
When Cecilia tells her father, he gets angry 
and throws her out of the house.
She looks for Samuel but when she found 
him, she was surprised that he was 
marrying another woman. She decided to 
stay in the same town and she found a little 
house to stay in.
Cecilia had a brother who was actually 
adopted; his name was Fabian, He had 
been in love with Cecilia since they were 
kids. As time went by Fabian decided to 
tell Cecilia how he felt about her and she 
had responded to him with the same 
sentiment.
They talked things out and said they will 
end up just as brothers but they had already 
fallen in love. So they decided to make 
their relationship work and started a family. 
They worked together toward their future 
and spent all their time making memories. 
Fabian took care of Cecilia's baby and they 
got their own house and met their goals 
together. They had children together and 
were happy. Ten years passed and Cecilia's 
father died of heart disease, but he never 
forgave his daughter for getting pregnant. 
The moral of this story is that  we should 
not stay angry with a person, because we 
do not know when our last day will be, and 
we will never be able to say sorry to the 
person we offended. 
When Cecilia found out that her father had 
died, she suffered a lot because she could 
never tell her father the truth about things, 
and she suffered because her father died 
without forgiving her. She went to therapy 
so she could be able to move on. After that, 
she brought her mother to live with her and 
they were pleased. 


Poetry & Lifestyle


Ariana Murray
Staff Writer
 As the school year is coming to a close, 
our Aerospace community is looking 
forward to the upcoming prom on June 2. 
The prom is hosted by the hardworking 
prom committee who have been busy 
planning and decorating for this special 
occasion. They have put in a lot of effort to 
ensure that it will be a memorable 
experience for everyone attending.
 The theme for this year's prom is the Great 
Gatsby, so it's time to dust off those flapper 
dresses and suits and get ready to dance the 
night away in style. The prom will be held 
at the Society Room in Hartford, which is a 
stunning venue that is sure to add to the 
overall experience.
 Tickets for the prom are now on sale for 
$80, so be sure to get yours before you 
forget. This is a great opportunity to have a 
fun night with friends and classmates while 
celebrating the end of another school year. 
Let's make it a night to remember at our 
Aerospace prom!


AAE Prom


Machine Learning


Varun Kandarpa
Staff Writer
 Machine learning is a branch of artificial 
intelligence that enables computers to learn 
from data, without being explicitly 
programmed. It involves the use of 
algorithms that can identify patterns in 
large sets of data, and then use those 
patterns to make predictions or decisions. 
The potential applications of machine 
learning are vast, ranging from self-driving 
cars to personalized healthcare. In this 
article, we will explore the basics of 
machine learning, including some key 
formulas and logical examples.
 At the heart of machine learning is the 
concept of the "model." A model is a 
mathematical representation of a system or 
process, which is trained using data. The 
model can then be used to make predictions 
about new data. One popular type of model 
is the "neural network," which is loosely 
inspired by the structure of the human 
brain. A neural network consists of layers 
of interconnected "neurons," each of which 
performs a simple computation on its 
inputs.
 To train a neural network, we need a set of 
labeled data, where each data point is 
associated with a correct output. We start 
by randomly initializing the weights of the 
neurons in the network. We then feed the 
data through the network and compare the 
outputs to the correct outputs. We use an 
optimization algorithm, such as gradient 
descent, to adjust the weights so that the 
outputs become closer to the correct 
outputs. We repeat this process many times, 
gradually improving the accuracy of the 
model.
 One key metric for measuring the 
performance of a machine learning model 
is the "loss function." The loss function is a 
measure of how far the predicted outputs 
are from the correct outputs. We want to 
minimize the loss function, which means 
that the predicted outputs are as close as 
possible to the correct outputs. One 
common loss function for classification 
problems is the "cross-entropy loss," which 
penalizes the model for predicting incorrect 
classes.
 Another important concept in machine 
learning is "overfitting." Overfitting occurs 
when the model becomes too complex, and 
starts to fit the noise in the data rather than 


the underlying patterns. This can lead to 
poor performance on new data. To avoid 
overfitting, we can use techniques such as 
regularization, which penalizes the model 
for having large weights, or early stopping, 
which stops the training process when the 
performance on a validation set starts to 
degrade.
 In conclusion, machine learning is a 
powerful tool for analyzing large sets of 
data and making predictions or decisions. It 
involves the use of models, which are 
trained using labeled data, and optimization 
algorithms, which adjust the model 
parameters to minimize a loss function. 
Key concepts in machine learning include 
neural networks, loss functions, overfitting, 
and regularization. As the field of machine 
learning continues to advance, we can 
expect to see many exciting applications in 
fields such as healthcare, finance, and 
transportation.
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has become tradition.
 Look for our new social media presence at 
@aaedramaclub on Instagram and TikTok, 
coordinated by our executive producer, Ms. 
Emmanuele, who is a fabulous new 
addition to the Drama production team.
 Whether you come for the comedy, to 
support the Drama Club, or just to have a 
great time, the AAE Drama Club will be 
excited to see you at 7 PM on April 27, 28, 
or 29 or at 1 PM on April 29. The show 
will be located in the theater at the 
Academy of International Studies in 
Bloomfield, formerly known as the 
Metropolitan Learning Center (MLC). 
Ticket sales are set to begin sometime in 
the near future and will be priced at $5 per 
ticket. 
 We’re excited to see you there!
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Historically, they have faced mistreatment, 
disrespect and body shaming, even though 
women are beautiful and are a gift to the 
world.
Women have been wrongly labeled as 
weak, although they go through physical, 
emotional, and mental challenges that 
require great strength. We celebrate


WOMEN’S HISTORY


Women’s History Month by taking back 
the power that has been snatched from 
women. It is a time to celebrate women and 
recognize their worth and strength.
Mrs. del Valle’s story and ideas are 
inspiring and shed light on the challenges 
that women face. Through continued 
advocacy and education, we can work 
towards a more equitable society that 
values women and their contributions.
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I started to watch the footage of Tyre 
Nichols’ brutal slaying


But could not endure to the end
So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


Switched instead to watch Tyre’s mom 
describe her anguish


At his broken body: nose like an S, broken 
neck, body swollen, unrecognizable


So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


Vibes of Emmett Till
And the anguish of mother Mamie 


reflected in the anguish of RowVaughn
So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


My own heart breaking for my own sons 
now 17 and 23


No wonder they refuse to get their driver’s 
licenses; traumatized by police killings 
So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


I have not the will to encourage them to 
become drivers


I love them too much, losing either will 
surely break me


So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


As we got to minute two, the younger 
walks away


As police escalate the situation, the older 
gets frustrated and yells at the TV


So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


Oh Allah, what are we to do?
A Black mother’s ordeal only; our White 


peers cannot relate  
So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


Oh Allah, how do we even make sense of 
this?


Black police officers killing our Black 
sons?


So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


But still we push on through the 
exhaustion, the fatigue, the anger


That yet another Black man is subjected to 
the indignity of a public lynching


So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


While the World looks on in horror and 
disbelief, yet is slow to react


Not again! Whenever will it stop?
So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...


At the end of the day we draw comfort in 
knowing that Your Qadr prevails


Inna lillahi wa inna ilahi raja’oon (to You 
we belong, and to You we shall be 


returned)
So graphic, so raw, so heartbreaking,...






