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National Basketball 
Champions


AAE’s Mechanical Engineering Students Go Racing


Student Spotlight: Devon Mansfield


Arelys Otranto-Centeno
Staff Writer
 Devon Mansfield, born on July 5, 2005, is 
a role model. 
 When it comes to the topic of Devon 
Mansfield, there is nothing that he can’t do. 
He is involved in numerous clubs and 
groups at the Academy of Aerospace and 
Engineering: Drama club, Debate/Model 
UN, Student Council, and National Honor 
Society. 
 And, I didn’t even mention all the 
Advanced Placement (AP) classes he takes, 
which leaves him minimal time to do 
homework. On a typical school day, he 
wakes up at 5 a.m., and doesn’t usually get 
to bed until 9:30 p.m., which is just enough 
time to fit in all his extracurricular 
activities.
 Now I bet you’re asking yourself, with all 


Ariana Murray
Staff Writer
 With a fantastic effort to fight off San 
Diego State, the UConn Huskies defeated 
them, 76-59, on a Monday night in 
Houston to win their fifth national 
championship since 1999. 
 UCONN was overwhelming and 
unbeatable throughout the NCAA Men's 
Basketball Tournament. 
 Key players for the Husky team included 
Tristen Newton, who had a game-high of 
19 points, and Adama Sanogo, who closed 
the night with 16 points and 10 rebounds. 
 After suffering from a stomach virus on 
the Saturday before the big game, Jordan 
Hawkins proved fully recovered as he 
contributed 16 points and a crucial 
3-pointer in the final five minutes of the 
fourth quarter, which completed a 
successful March Madness run that brought 
home the national championship title for 
Connecticut. 
 Following the NCAA tournament win, 
some UNCONN students decided to 
celebrate on campus, which led to chaos. 
Thousands of people, mostly students, 
rushed onto the campus. Some UConn 
supporters tore down signs and light posts, 
shattered windows, and participated in 
other vandalism. About 15 students were 
arrested the following day and about 16 
were sent to the hospital for minor injuries 
and checkups. 
 Social media and television footage 
showed students tearing down signs and 
light posts, with some using a pole to 
shatter the glass piece of a door at one 
campus building, as a crowd celebrated. 
Much of the partying, which continued 
until the early hours of the morning, was 
peaceful though.


Patrick Woble
Staff Writer
 On April 20, students in Mr. Wright's 
mechanical engineering class went to Lime 
Rock Park in Lakewood, CT to race their 
electrathon car. All school year, students 
built and manufactured a frame and other 
car parts. 
 They designed the frame using online 
programming. After they completed a 
blueprint of their design, they started 
welding the frame and then added the front 
end of the vehicle so they could mount the 
tires and get the chaise rolling. Once the 
car was rolling, the class focused on 
mounting the brakes and getting the motor 
mounted.
 The class started work on the car’s 
electrical systems, such as getting the 
throttle to work and power to the motor. 
Finally, they built a sheet-metal body 
around the frame to close the car off. On 
race day schools from across Connecticut 
come to Lime Rock. The track consists of 
an autocross course; each lap is about 3-4


minutes. Each race is one hour long. The 
winner of the race is the car that can do the 
most number of laps in the hour time limit. 


The Lime Rock Park Race Track


Devon has going on in his life, does he 
have time in his busy schedule for hobbies? 
He most definitely does. His list includes 
listening to music, playing video games, 
reading, running (barefoot), and bushcraft, 
which is using survival skills in a natural 
environment. 
 Once again I ask, is there anything that 
Devon Mansfield can’t do? 


Devon at a Model UN Conference


Spring in Connecticut


Devon Mansfield
Editor-in-Chief
Layout Editor
 With spring marked by the budding of 
leaves, warmer weather, and the first 
blooming of flowers, it's no surprise that it 
is often seen as a symbol of joy and new 
beginnings across New England in 
particular. Connecticut’s gardens, parks, 
forests, and other natural spaces have all 
been revitalized with beauty in their early 
flowers and greenery. Photographs from 
these places across the state from before 
and after the beginning of spring show the 
magnificent changes that have already 
taken place this year.


Gigi Hadid, Naomi Campbell, and 
Georgia Palmer.
 Campbell is known for having the best 
“catwalk” that’s why she’s one of the 
biggest fashion models, but Bella 
Hadid is also known as the biggest 
fashion model in the world. She won 
model of the year at fashion awards at 
the end of 2022.


The Airline Trail During Winter (Left) and Spring (Right)


 One of Connecticut’s most popular state 
parks is the Airline State Park Trail, a 
50-mile-long rail-trail that spans all the 
way from East Hampton to Thompson. 
There have been numerous recent 
improvements and additions to the park to 
further develop it for recreational use. In 
addition, several side trails branch off the 
Airline Trail, which offers a more intimate 
and natural hiking experience.


Elizabeth Park’s Tulip Garden this Spring


 A part of the National Register of Historic 
Places, Elizabeth Park is home to many 
gardens; the most notable being the Helen 
S. Kaman Rose Garden, the third largest 
rose garden in the United States. Currently, 
the Robert A. Prill Tulip Garden is now in


bloom and is a beautiful sight. In addition 
to the splendid gardens, Elizabeth Park 
features several other options for outdoor 
activities that you can explore.


Nipmuck State Forest During Winter (Left) and Spring (Right)


 Nipmuck State Forest is a beautiful forest 
with sprawling trails that stretch out over 
the 9000 acres that it occupies in Union 
and nearby towns. The forest is bordered 
by Bigelow Hollow State Park, a more 
remote park with many activities available 
for visitors. Nipmuck State Forest is a part 
of the largest portion of uninterrupted 
forest in Connecticut, with this portion 
totaling about 40,000 acres of forest.
 With more comfortable weather and 
beautiful sights found here in Connecticut, 
we encourage you to spend some time in 
natural spaces. State parks are generally 
open to the public from sunrise until sunset 
and can be found all over our state. A list of 
state parks with their addresses and more 
information about them is provided at the 
link below. However, you should check the 
specific policies for each park.
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/State-Parks/List
ing-of-State-Parks 


Fashion Week


Janelly Cruz
Staff Writer
 Fashion Week is one of the biggest events 
in the fashion industry. Designers and 
brands showcase their latest collections to 
buyers and the media at catwalk fashion 
shows. These events influence upcoming 
fashion trends for the current and next 
seasons. 
 This year's Fashion Week ran from January 
through February. Paris Fashion Week, 
New York Fashion Week, London Fashion 
Week, and Milan Fashion Week are some 
of the most famous fashion weeks in the 
world. 
 Buyers, media, celebrities, top models, and 
designers proudly present their latest 
collections. Some of the biggest fashion 
models that were in these showcases were 


Series Review:
The Night Agent


Lydianis Santos Cappas
Staff Writer
The Netflix series The Night Agent is 
about a family that works for the FBI 
but they don't tell anyone tin order to 
protect their safety. 
The FBI supervisor is a bad person 
who has a double identity and works 
with bad people. He likes to kill 
people, especially governors and 
presidents from other countries; but he 
hires other people that help him do 
anything he wants. 
One of the characters, Rose Larkin, 
aunt and uncle were killed while 
working for the FBI. The supervisor 
had them killed because of a case they 
were investigating. 
Initially, Larkin was confused about 
why her relatives were killed because 
she didn't know that they worked for 
the FBI. Their murder resulted in her 
going into hiding and seeking help 
from a sympathetic rookie FBI agent. 
The supervisors sent killers to find 
Larkin because he assumed that she 
knew more than she did.
Before her aunt died, she gave Larkin a 
telephone number to call told her that 
if something happened to call that 
number and ask for help. She did call 
that number and Peter, the rookie FBI 
agent, answered and helped her 
navigate her way to safety. Throughout 
the series, he had promised to keep her 
safe. As time passed, they ended up 
falling in love and having a family 
together. 



https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/State-Parks/Listing-of-State-Parks
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Ramadan


Ms. Amani Rogers
Featured Writer
 From March 23 to April 20, Math Teacher 
Ms. Amani Rogers and other teachers and 
students at AAE observed the Holy Month 
of Ramadan. Ms. Rogers, who is also the 
robotics coach, an Equity Action Team 
member, and a Science Bowl mentor at the 
Academy of Aerospace and Engineering 
(AAE), explains the holiday.
What is Ramadan?
 Ramadan is the ninth month on the Lunar 
calendar and is typically 29 or 30 days 
long. Muslims engage in a physical and 
spiritual fast. Able bodied Muslims are 
required to fast from food and drink (and 
from anything else that could break the 
fast) during this month from dawn until 
sunset. Muslims also give lots of charity 
during this month; increase in acts of 
worship and prayers and refrain from being 
disobedient to God and the Prophet 
Muhammad (May Allah [God] be pleased 
with him).
Is Ramadan celebrated the same time each 
year?
 Since Muslims follow the Lunar Calendar, 
it appears to be a different time each year 
according to the Gregorian calendar, but in 
reality, Ramadan is always the 9th month 
of the year according to the Lunar calendar.
How is Ramadan celebrated?
We celebrate by building discipline within 
ourselves, which we hope to carry forward 
throughout the remainder of the year. This 
is accomplished by refraining from food 
and drink during daylight hours. This 
means that we eat a morning meal before 
dawn, then we eat an evening meal after 
sunset. But Ramadan is way more than 
physical fasting. Ramadan is the month 
during which the Noble Qur'an (our holy 
book) was first revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad (May Allah be pleased with 
him). Many Muslims have memorized the 
entire Qur'an in Arabic. During Ramadan, 
the entire Qur'an is recited in mosques (our 
houses of worship) during prayers on the 
nights of Ramadan. Most Muslims attend 
these evening prayers that begin around 9 
p.m. each night (this year) and sometimes 
last up to two hours. Additionally, many 
Muslims wake up in the early morning 
hours (around 3 a.m.) for additional prayers 
before the morning meal.


Discovering Islam
 I reverted to Islam in 1999 and was the 
only Muslim in my family until I got 
married and had children. Before accepting 
the religion, I studied Islam for more than a 
year, attending classes at a local mosque 
and asking all the questions I had about 
Islam.
What is Islam?
 Islam is truly a religion of peace. The word 
"Islam" means to submit to the will of God, 
not to one's own whims and desires. Some 
people are not aware that as Muslims, we 
respect and revere all the prophets and 
messengers that came before Muhammad. 
We think of Adam as the first prophet. We 
respect Ibrahim (Abraham), Ishaaq (Issac), 
Nuh (Noah), Lut (Lot), Yahya (John), 
Zakariyah (Zacharriah), Sulaiman 
(Solomon), Harun (Aaron), Musa (Moses), 
and Isa (Jesus); (may God be pleased with 
all of them). The Qur'an mentions 25 
prophets by name and recounts many 
stories of old including the Virgin birth, 
Noah's Arc ordeal, Lot's predicament and 
his wife's ultimate destruction in Sodom.
Some Misconceptions about Muslims/and 
or Ramadan?
 Belief that Muslims worship Muhammad. 
We do not. We worship God alone and 
testify that he has no partners or children. 


 Belief that Islam is a religion for Arabs – 
This is not true. Just because the Qur'an 
was revealed in Arabic doesn't mean that 
the religion is exclusively for Arabs. There 
are more non-Arab Muslims in countries 
such as India, Indonesia, and Malaysia. 
Islam is in fact for all people.


 Belief that we do not eat for 30 full days. 
We eat every night when the sun sets and 
every morning before dawn.


 Belief that gum, water or hard candy are 
permitted during fasting hours. Not so! 


 Belief that Islam oppresses women. False! 
As Muslim women, we have free will like 
everyone else. The fact that we choose to 
cover in obedience to our God is not an 
oppression, but a huge benefit, including 
freedom from the male gaze. People are 
forced to evaluate us on the merits of our 
intellect rather than our bodies or hair. 
Islam gave many rights to women more 
than 1400 years ago – the right to own 
property; the right to be educated; the right


to life (many families buried female 
children alive prior to Islam; but our 
Prophet put an end to that practice); the 
right to keep what she earns.
 Belief that men force women to cover. We 
cover in obedience to God.


competitions can come with a significant 
cost. Teams are responsible for covering 
the cost of travel, lodging, and registration 
fees, as well as the cost of building their 
robot. These expenses can add up quickly, 
making it difficult for some teams to 
participate.
 AAE can greatly benefit from participating 
in FIRST Robotics, despite the challenges 
and expenses that may come with it. 
Through its innovative competitions and 
programs, FIRST Robotics can inspire and 
encourage us students to pursue their 
passions in science and technology, and 
provide them with hands-on experience and 
real-world skills that can benefit them in 
their future careers. By participating in 
FIRST Robotics, AAE students can gain 
valuable knowledge and skills in 
engineering, programming, teamwork, and 
problem-solving, which can help them to 
succeed both academically and 
professionally. Additionally, the exposure 
and recognition that comes with 
participating in FIRST Robotics can help 
raise your profile and reputation as a 
student, and attract the interest of top tier 
colleges and programs. Overall, 
participating in FIRST Robotics can be a 
great investment for you as a student, so 
you should consider joining Team #5518 
on our mission to go to Worlds!


organized by the National Honor Society 
(NHS) in coordination with the Red 
Cross. 
 The blood drive was a much-needed 
event that aimed to help those in need of 
blood transfusions. The Red Cross, 
which is the nation's largest blood 
collection organization, has been 
experiencing a blood shortage due to the 
ongoing pandemic. The shortage has 
caused a significant impact on the 
nation's blood supply, which is why the 
blood drive at the Academy of Aerospace 
and Engineering was a crucial event.
 The event was organized in a safe and 
organized manner, with strict adherence 
to COVID-19 protocols. The organizers 
took all necessary precautions to ensure 
the safety of the donors and volunteers. 
The donors were required to wear masks 
and undergo a health screening before 
donating blood. The equipment used for 
the drive was thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected after each use.
 The event was a success, thanks to the 
hard work and dedication of the 
organizers and volunteers. The students 
who participated in the event were 
enthusiastic and eager to help in any way 
possible. They tirelessly worked to 
ensure that the donors were comfortable 
and that the event ran smoothly.
 The success of the blood drive is a 
testament to the power of community 
and the importance of working together 
to achieve a common goal. The event 
was a reminder that even small actions 
can make a significant impact on the 
lives of others. The blood donated at the 
event will undoubtedly help save lives 
and make a difference in the community.
 The blood drive held at the Academy of 
Aerospace and Engineering on April 19 
was a resounding success. The NHS-run 
event, done in coordination with the Red 
Cross, was able to raise over 5 gallons of 
blood for good services. This was made 
possible thanks to the hard work and 
dedication of the organizers and 
volunteers, including Justin H., Meghana 
M., Ellie H., Zach K., Rocio W., Varun 
K., and many more. The blood drive was 
a reminder of the importance of working 
together and the power of community in 
achieving a common goal.


FIRST Robotics
Varun Kandarpa
Staff Writer
 FIRST Robotics is a global organization 
that inspires young minds to innovate and 
create through a series of robotics 
competitions. With teams from all over the 
world, FIRST Robotics is a true testament 
to the power of technology and the 
potential of young people. At AAE we have 
our very own robotics team, the 
Dutchman’s Derivatives | Team #5518, 
they are a super competitive team that has 
even been top tier on the world stage on 
several occasions. 
 At the heart of FIRST Robotics is the 
desire to encourage young people to pursue 
careers in science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM). By providing them with 
the opportunity to design, build, and 
program robots, FIRST Robotics is helping 
to create the next generation of innovators 
and problem solvers.
 The FIRST Robotics competitions are held 
worldwide and consist of several different 
challenges. One of the most popular is the 
First Tech Challenge, which challenges 
teams to design and build robots that can 
perform a variety of tasks. Another popular 
league is the FIRST Robotics Competition, 
which challenges teams to design and build 
robots to compete in a complex game.
 One of the many challenges FIRST teams 
deal with is budget. Since robots often cost 
several thousand dollars, finding adequate 
sponsors and unique ways to raise money is 
critical in being competitive. With only a 
few thousand dollars to work with, teams 
must be creative and resourceful in order to 
design and build a robot that can compete 
at a high level.
 Despite the challenges, teams from around 
the world continue to compete in FIRST 
Robotics competitions year after year. They 
are drawn to the opportunity to showcase 
their skills and creativity, and to connect 
with like-minded individuals from all over 
the world.
 However, participation in FIRST Robotics


Basketball Backlash


some commentators called her 
“shameless,” “ghetto,” and 
“unsportsmanlike.”
However, in a previous Iowa vs. Louisville 
game, Clark used that exact taunt, and in 
fact got Cena's stamp of approval” for 
doing so. Cena used his signature taunt 
throughout his professional wrestling 
career. 
 After the game, President Biden’s wife, 
Jill, said that both teams should be invited 
to the White House. Her statement 
infuriated Reese, who responded that the 
LSU team would not attend the celebration 
and would instead go meet the Obamas. It 
is customary for the sitting president to 
only invite the winning team to the White 
House to celebrate.
 Clark said that “LSU forward Angel Reese 
doesn't deserve criticism for any actions 
from [the] women's basketball national 
championship game and that only the 
Tigers should visit the White House 
because "that's for LSU."’ 
 Clark also stated that "We're all 
competitive. We all show our emotions in 
different ways. You know, Angel is a 
tremendous, tremendous player. I have 
nothing but respect for her. I love her game 
-- the way she rebounds the ball and scores 
the ball is absolutely incredible. I'm a big 
fan of hers and even the entire LSU team. 
They played an amazing game. Reese 
showed a little competition, there is 
nothing wrong with that. 
 Reese received backlash for something 
that didn’t seem to bother Clark at all. The 
question centers around whether it is white 
woman vs. black woman racism.


Arelys Otranto-Centeno
Staff Writer
 LSU’s victory over Iowa in the women’s 
national championship game was the most 
watched NCAA women’s basketball game 
in history with almost 10 million viewers, 
according to Nielsen. But Iowa’s guard 
Caitlin Clark, and LSU’s sophomore 
forward Angel Reese were the standouts in 
the game.
 “Reese’s LSU Tigers won” the final match 
of the Women's College Basketball 
Championship game 102- 85 in the LSU 
Tigers vs. Iowa Hawkeyes final, which was 
embroiled in controversy. 
 It started when Clark's signature “you 
can’t see me” taunt, which was originally 
used by wrestler John Cena, was used by 
Reese who “celebrated the Tigers' 
fourth-quarter lead (and imminent victory) 
by waving one hand before her face.”  
Reese was demonized for doing so, and


Angel Reese Taunts Caitlin Clark


NHS Blood Drive


Varun Kandarpa
Staff Writer
 The Academy of Aerospace and 
Engineering held a successful blood drive 
on April 19, 2023. The event was






